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BETZVILLE TALES

Uncle Ashdod Clute’s Last Breath

Fllis Parker Butler

Author oF’Pigs

is Pigs” Etc-

JILUSTPATED 2y PETER NEWELL

“Creepy Mouse, Creepy Mouse, Tickley, Tickiey, Tickley!"

It is a terrible thing to have a life-
long enemy—so0 my TUnecle Ashdod
Clute of Betzville says—and we who
have none should be thankful. Last
Thurgday Uncle Ashdod nearly per
ished through an enmity that culmi-
nated on that day.

When Uncle Ashdod was a hoy of
11 he began fishing in Mud creek, and
lhe very first time he threw in his
hook he eanght a plke, but when he
pulled It out It was such a thin,
small, miserahle little skimp of a fish
that he was as mad ag hops, and he
atood right up and told the pike what
he thought of it and then slammed
It back Into the creek, and thought
no more about {t. But that plke did.
A pike Is the most vindictive kind of
fish; terribly vindictive; and never
forgets- an injury. Year after year
that plke lay low and nursed ite an-
ger and planned revenge, and poor
Uncle Ashdod knew nothing about it
He never suspected it In the least, he
says, He would have treated that pike
the same ag he would have treated
any other flsh, if he had met it, he
BAYS.

Things went along that way for 52
years, with Uncle Aghdod Clute think-
ing nothing at all, and the pike gnaw-
ing its cankerous heart out for a
chance of revenge, and last Thursday
It thought it saw its chance.

There was Uncle Ashdod sitting on
the bank of the creek with his pole
stuck in the mud beaide him, when
suddenly there came & cloud-burst &
mile or so up the creek and almost
Instaptly the creek began to rise by
leaps and hounds. Before Uncle Ash-
dod, who isn't ag spry as he used to
be, could get to his feet the creek
was up to his knees, and there in
the water was the monstrous big pike
dashing and slashing at him with lts
jaws wide open, and leaping out of
the water in a [frenzled attempt to
cateh Unele Ashdod by the neck and
drag him down to death.

Any pike can leap Hke a deer, but
this pike was a wonderful leaper, and
Unecle Asghdod saw there was only
one chance for his life, and that was
to climb & tree. So he made a dash
for a big pine and jumped for the
lower limbs, wud all the time the
water was rising, and no matter, how
fast he climbed the tree the water
rose as fast and there was the big
pike right facing him and gnashing
its teeth. Hvery moment the pike
would make a leap, and before it
could fall back into the water the
water would overtake it. In that way
Uncle Ashdod climbed the tree, with
the creek and the pike never three
{eet behind him, until it began to look
ag if he would run out of tres before
the coreek began to go down, and ‘he
knew that if he reached the top of
the pine and the water kept on rising
the pike would swim in and complete
the deed it had set its heart on,

But just as he reached the top the
water began to fall as rapidly as it
had risen, and the plke gave ane cry
of futile anger and made o lnst enor-
‘mots leap and grabbed Uncle Ashdod
by his long gray whiskers which were
blowing out 'over the topmoat lmb,
and at that moment Uncle Ashdod
fainted and dropped. If it hadn'tbeen
for the pike Uncle Ashdod would have
been dashed to death, but once a
pike gets hold it is lke a bull-dog; It
never lats go. So there they hung by
his whiskers, one on one slde of the
Iimb and one on the other, like a palr
of saddle bags, untll Uncle Ashdod re-
covered. from his falnt

Then thére was & tefrible battle.
Uncle Ashdod put up his hands and
Id of the lfmb, and be-

gaw anything so awful as the look In
that pike’s eyes ag it hung there.

Already Uncle Ashdod’'s boots were
slashed to sirips and every blow of
the pike's tail cutting him to the bone,
while he hadn’t seemed to make any
impression on the tail of the pike, and
he was giving himeelf up for lost
He didn’t have a kunife or any sort of
weapon to ald him. And then, as a
sort of last resort, he took one hand
from the limb and tickled the pike in
the ribs,

Uncle Ashdod says he had never
heard that pikes were ticklish, but he
had never heard that they were not,
either, and when a man {8 on the
verge of death he will try anything as
a last regort, so he thought he might
as well try tickling the plke as any-
thing elae,

Well, at first the plke seemed more
amused than anything else. It sort of
screwed up the corners of its mouth
and grinned, but In a minute or two it
began to chuckle inwardly. So Uncle
Ashdod kept right on tickling it. He
paye it was the most weird thing he
ever gaw in his life, to see that pike
chuckling away as If it was In the
best humor and at the same time
glaring at him hatefully with its eyes.
8o he tickled it a little harder and it
began to gagp between lts teeth but
it did mot loosen its hold on his
beard In the least. Ho he' tlekled it
# little harder and sald; “Ketchy-
ketchy-ketchy.” Well, that was too
mueh for that pike Its sides began
to heave and palpitate with laughter,
and its tall eurled up and It tried to
throw its head back the way a man
does when he hears an awfully good
one and is going to give a mighty
hiearty laugh, and it began to gasp,

When that happened Unele Ashdod
says he began to have hope, and he
pulled his finger back and sort of
corleacrewed it toward the pike and
sald:

“Creepy mouse, creepy
tickely, tickely, tlekely!"

At the Iast “tickely” he says he
dug his finger into the ribs of the
pike, and the plke sesmed to simply
double all up with laughter, and gud-
denly it opened its mouth and shout-
ed: “Ha! Ha! Ha!" and turned blue
in the face and fell spang to the
ground as dead as a doornail.

Uncle Ashford says that of course
he hated to take life In that way, but
he was sort of forced to do it In
self-defense; 1 asked him what he
roally thought of the fight and he sald
he was still too wrought up to say.
I asked him what he thought the plke
thought of a fight of that kind, and
he said he guessed the plke liked
it; he sald the pike seemed tickled
to death.

(Copyright, 1008, by W. G, Chapman.)
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A Business .

The owner of the only red brick
bullding in & downtown block of sra:r
bulldings declded to paint his bullding
the prevailing tone. Without previous
announcement of his intention to the
tenants he sent the painters around
on Monday morning to begin work.
When the temants lesrned hi? pur-

th t up a mighty howl.
%uﬁep&- color of this bullding?"
they sald., “Why, this vivid red I8
one of our best business agsets. It
helps to locate us. Being the only
'rod building in the nelghborhood, it
gticks in the minds of people who
ean't remember the number, but ¢an
direct others to us just becnuse we
are doing business in a red house,
Wea have stayed here all these years
on acoount of the conspicuous color.
1f that i changed we shall mova."

The owner listened to these plainta
pitiently. Then he went ahead and

ted the bullding & brighter red—
New York Times.

iz HOREES
"Hia Limitations.

- | enjoy r_much, in frot—but

| “Yes, indeed,” averred the impecu.
nious party, “I_enjoy sutomoblles—

NATION TOO LONG ON SPREE.

Surely Time an End Came to the
Reckless Extravagance of the
Dominant Party.
==

Jeflerson sald that the accounts of
the United States government should
be as simple as those of a well-kept
farm. 8o they are In some respects.
For one thing, the income and the out-
80, though expressed in terms of hun-
dreds of milllons, are as pialn as the
earnings and expenditures of a clerk
or mechanie,

If a clerk or mechanic earned $1,000
a year and spent §1,200 he would soon
be forced to discover new sources of
Income or get into trouble with his
creditors. Uncle Sam s In the same
predicament. Though bis income s in
the neighborhood of $600,000,000 per
annun, he is spending much more
than that, and that fs why we are
hearing of new taxes at Washington,

Men sometimea become recklesa
and, going on sprees, indulge in many
extravagances from which they must
recover by economy. Sonations some-
times go to war and draw down their
gurplus and become involved in debt.
If they do not return to the old habits
of life they must impose more taxes
or suspend payment. The United
Btates government spent more money
last year than it did during the year
of the Spanish war, and almost us
much as the average yearly expendi-
ture during the four years of civil
WAT,

When is the great national spree on
which we entered during the Roose-
velt administration to come to an end?

The Secret Revealed,

The secret of the Roosevelt admin-
fetration’s attitude toward the sugar
trust i finally revealed in an article
from the pen of the Hon. Bwana
Tumbe himself, printed in the current
iesue of the Outlook:

“There must be law to control the
big men, and therefore especially the
big corporations, in the industrial
world, in the Interest of our industrial
democracy of to-day. The law must
be efficlent, and therefore it must be
administered by executive officers,
and not by lawsuits in the courts.”

This explaing everything. In order
to proceed against the trust for Its
wanton violation of the Sherman law
It was necessary to have a Inwsult
“In the courts,"” The trust would have
had to be tried like any other offend-
er, Punighment could not be admin-
Istered offhand “by executive officers.”
Obviously the only thing to do was to
Ignore Mr. Earle's evidence and give
the trust Immunity; otherwise the
Roosevelt administration would have
placed Itself In the deplorable posl-
tian of countenancing due process of
Iaw under the constitution.

Fight or Surrender.

The signs and portents are ominous
of an acommodation between the
president and the standpat leaders In
congress under the terms of which he
will come out sghorn of the honors As
well ng the spolls of war. There can
be no serious claim that the senate
project is other than a mockery of
what the presldent has repeatedly io-
slsted that revision mdst be In order
to meet the oquities of the case and
retain for his party the respect of the
country.

Bo to pretend Is to add Insult to
fnjury, so far as the publie iz con-
cerned, but Mr, Taft cannot afford to
advance a plea which aven Aldrich,
Lodge and Penroge are ashamed to
hide behind, The issue as pregented
liag been interpreted once and agaln
by the president himself. There !s no
middle ground for him between a
fight on full vindication and total sur-
render to the extremists.—Norfollk
Virginian-Pllot.

Stand Pat Lunacy.

This from the foremost Republican
protectlonist newspaper—the New
York Tribune:

“The restoration by the senate of
the duty on hides was to be expeoted.
It {8 Iin line with the general policy
of the finance committee and its fol-
lowers to nullify the reductions in
rates made In the houge bill and to re-
shape that bill in the exact image of
the Dingley law.

“The wvictory of the finance com-
mittee only emphngizes the ‘standpat’
character of its tarllf program. No
duty levied by the Dingley law Is less
defenaible on grounds of rational pro-
tection than the duty on hides."

I In the llght of such protests from
their own section of their own party
these senators cannot foresee the. po-
IN#cal results of such a tariff program
they must be past praying for.

Are they besotted with self-suffi-
clency—aor do they really want to pro-
vide a clamor for Roosevelt In 10127

The causes of mutiny in the Philip-
pines are exactly what the causes of
mutiny were in Britizh Indlo—in gon-
eral, deninl of tne rignt of self-rule;
in particular, denial of high promotinn
of native troops. Our “eastern pro-
consuls” have learned nothing.

It 18 rather strange that no reports
bave come from Africa telling how
many tsetse files have fallen before
My, Roosevelt. Are the cables in
working order? f

At the Wrong Window.

The man who walked lnto the treas.
ary at Washington and demanded a
milllon dollars went to the wrong
plage, He should have gone to Ald-
rich and agked for a clauge in the tar-
Ift—N. Y. Evening Post.

No Need to Worry,
Buppose under a certaln Increrse
three cents were added to the oest of
a $1.50 shirt? That would only make
{t cost the ultimate consumer $1.75.
Why worry?—Indianapolls News,

Playful Massachusetts Natives.

“#8l Haskins has begun trainin’ fer
th* big pigeon shoot over tew North.
smpton.”

“Hﬂl Mrl

“Yop. He ghot at three balloona
from out Pittsfield way Sat'day morn
in','—Cleveland Plain Dealer,

o g w0, answered Mr.
Chuggins. “It can make a thousand

dollars. go you bardly have

STOPPED HER SONG OF JOY.

Slight Forgetfulness That Marred the
Full Appreciation of the
Welcome Raln.

“Isn't that a lovely shower?" ex-
claimed Mrs Randall to her friend In
the parlor as they gazed cut on the

sudden downpour.

*Yes, we need It so badly.”

"Need it? I should say we did. It's
a Godeend! Why, our goldenglows,
hyacinths and roses out in the back
yard are shrinking for the want of
rain. The sprinkler can't take the
place of rain, you know."”

“Indesd not."

“Oh, I tell you this Is just lovely!
See how {t polirs! And to think that
just when everything threatens to dry
up and every oné {8 praying for rain
nature answers these appeals and
sends us beautiful— Good heavens!™

“What's the matter?”

“I've left the baby out in the yard!"”
—The Circle,

MAKING UP RIGHT QUANTITY.

Presidenc Taft's Willful Misintrerpre-
tation of Little Girl’s Intended
Haughty Rebuke.

Presldent Taft is fond of children,
with whom he Is a favorite. A charm-
ing story on this head comes fromn Cin-
einnati.

Once, when a pretty Cincinnoati girl
was n child of glx or geven, Mr, Taft,
calling at her house, found nobody
bhome excepting herself. She enter-
tained him a little while, and when
he rose to go, he stooped down and
kissed her.

“Here's one,” he gald, “for the bahy,
Here ia another for little Jim. Amnd
here {8 & third for Billie-boy."

The little girl, drawing herself up,
gald haughtily—she had been recding
a novel:

*“Mr Taft, you forget yourself!"

He bent down agalin.

“So 1 did,” he laughed. “Well, here's
one for myself!"

DREADFUL DANDRUFF.

Girl's Hzad Encrusted—Feared Loss
of All Her Hair—Baby Had Milk-
Crust — Missionary's Wife Made

Two Perfect Cures by Cuticura,

“For gevernl years wmy husband
was a misslonary In the Southwast.
Every one in that high and dry at-
mosphere has more or less trouble
with dandruff and my daughter's scalp
became so encrusted with it that I
was alarmed for fear she would lose
all her halr, After trying various rems-
edles, In desperation I bought a cake
of Cuticura Soap and & box of Cutl-
cura Ointment. They left the scalp
beautifully eclean and frea from
dandruft, and I am happy to say that
the Cutieura Remedies were a com-
pléete success, I have also used suc-
cesafully the Cutlcura Remedies for
po-called ‘milk-crust’ on baby's head.
Cutleura I8 & blessing. Mrs. J Al

Darling, 310 Fifth 8t., Carthage, Ohlo,
Jan. 20, 1908."
Potwr Drug & Chom. Corp., Bole Props, Boston.

TRUE RESIGNATION.,

01d Mald—1Is It really true that mar

riages are made in heaven?
Doctor—Yes, 1 balieve so,
0ld Mald (resignedly)—0,

doctor, you needn’t call again,

then,

TIRED ALL THE TIME.

Languor, listlessness, dullness of
spirits are often due to kidney disor-
ders, Pain and weakness In the back,
gides and hips, hoadaches, dizziness,
urinary disorders are sure signs that
the kidneys need immedinte attention.
Delny s dangerous.
Alonzo Adams, Os-
ceola, Jowa, BAYS:
“My kidneys failed
me. I suffercd aw-
ful pain and was so
weak I could not
work, and often had

AY | to take to Dbed. I
was dull and exhausted nearly all the
time, I consultéd doctors and used
medicines, but only Doan's Kidney
Pllls helped me, Soon I was perma-
nently cured."

Remember the name—Doan's, For
sale by all dealers, 050 cents a box.
Foster-Milburn Co.,, Buffalo,, N. Y.

The Happlest

In the smoking-room of the Finland,
discussing & June wedding, Andrew
Carnegle sald:

“And thank goodness it wasn't an
international marriage, though the
tride did have 18 millions.

“Not," appended Mr, Carnegie, “that
1 object to international marriages
wherein the two partles are good and
honorable and well matched. But 8o
many of these marriages pre likg one
that & Boslon cynle described
mae,

“"Was it & happy marrlage? Iasked
this Bostonlan,

“ioh, quite,) sald he. ‘The bride
‘wag happy, her mother was over
joyed. Lord Lacland was in ec-
stacies, and his creditors, 1 under-
stand, were in 8 state of absolutely
endless and uncontrollable bliss'"

Royal Great-Great-Grandmother.

The birth of & son to the youthful
duke and duchess of Sudermania gives
to royal Burope what it has not had
for more than ten years, namely, a
great-great-grandmother, The lady to
whom this honor has come Is the
Grand Duchess Constantine Nicolale
vitoh, who was, before her marriage,
Princoss Alexandra of Saxe Altenburg.

NO TIME LIKE THE PRESTNT.

The Bigs

Kellogg's Toasted Corn Flakes is the “Big Thing” in two-thirds of American Homes. We

will have the other third in a very short time,

pent Corn Flake eaters.

—Kellogg's—to fully know its goodness.

It only requires one taste to make perma-

Its delicious flavor can't be described. You must try the genuine

Ask your grocer.

$1,000 Solid Gold and Silver Award for the Best Ear of Corn
To be known as the W. K. Kellogg National Corn Trophy

NATIONAL CORN EXPOSITION, O

Look for
This
Gignature

Watch this paper for further particulars.

HELLOGG TOASTED CORN FLAKE CO., Baitle Creek, Mich.

“Why, Mra. Jones, what are you do-
ing out in all this raipn?"

“Oh, 1 just ran out to buy an um-
brella!"

Had to Hear Evidence,

Some ladies were vigiting at
Blanche's home one day. During the
conversation, while the visitors were
there, one of the ladies was describ-
ing how the blowflles lafd eggs and
they hatched out as maggots. Four-
year-old Hlanche did not geem to be
feigned sorrow. She sat for a long
interested In the conversation nor pay
any attention to what they had been
talking about. After the visitors had

gone, Blanche sald:
“Mamma, 1 don't belleve flies lay
egps.”
“Why?" asked the surprised mother,
“Hecause 1 never heard one cackle,”

explained the doubting Blanche,
Sheer white goods, in fact, any fine
wash goods when new, owe much of
thelr attractiveness to the way they
are laundered, thiz belng deme in a
manner to enhance thelr textile beau-
ty. Home laundering would he equal-
Iy satisfactory if proper attention was
given to starching, the first essential
being good Starch, which has sufficient
strength to stiffen, without thickening
the goods. Try Defiance Btarch and
you will be pleasantly surprised nt the
improved appearance of your work.

Wanted to Defer the Petition.

A Los Angeles mother tells the fol-
lowing:

“One summer's eve my little son of
glx yenrs was sent to bed at his usual
time: but he could not sleep, Upon
my Inquiry what troubled him, he re-
plied: “ I ean't finish my prayer. I've
got ag fur as ‘Forgive ns owr  tres
passes as' —buot 1 can’t get any furth |
er, for Howard Heked me today and |
I want to llek him to-morrow.

Crime,

She—I can't bind myself until I'm
sure, Glve me time to decide, and if,
glx months hence 1 feel g8 I do now, I
will he yours.

Ardent Wooer—I could never walt
that long, darling. Nesldes the courts
have decided that dealing in futures,
withont the anetual delivery of the
goods, 1s gambling pure and simple—
Puck. |

Btarch, like everything else, is be-
Ing constantly Ilmproved, the patent
Starches put on the market 25 years
ago are very different and Inferior to
those of the present day. In the Iat- |
est discovery—Deflance Starch—all
Injurlous chemlicals are omitted, while
the addition of another ingredient, in-
vented by us, gives to the Starch a
strength and smoothness never ap-
proached by other brands.

Decollete.

Wu Ting Fang, at a dance in Wash-
ington, eriticised the modern ballroom
belle,

YLike the ancient Briton, who
dresged in blue woad," he said, “"the
belle's Idea of a magnificent tollet
geems to ba plenty of paint and very
littia clothing."

The Faots.
“Do poots ever really starve?”
“Well, maybe not. But wo seldom
ever got o chance to overeat”

Lewis' Single Binder cigar; Original in
T T B Paskage Tuke 5o s
stitute.

Learning without thought Is labor
Jogt, thought without learning is peril-

ous.~—Confuclous,

Dec. 6 to
g 18, 1809,
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ALLEN’S FOOT-EASE |

Shake Into Your Shoes

anid bunions,

certnin relief for ingrowing
aching feet,

TRY IT TODAY. Sold
any Sobstitute. Sent by mail

Allen's FooteEase, a powder for the {eet, It rulieves painful, swol-
len, smirting, nervous feet, and instantly takes the sting out ol corns
~ It's the greatest comfort discovery of the age.

Allen's Foot=Ease makes tight-fitting or new shoes e

It is always in demand for use m Patent
and {or Breaking in New Shoes.

Itisa
nails, perspiring, callo nd hot, tired,
Leather Shoes

Wa have over 30,000 tesiimoninls
by all Drupgists, 25¢, Do not accept

for 25c. insta
- )

"Ina Iil""." FREE TRIAL PACKAGE sent by mail. Address
FoorEase” ALLEN S§. OLMSTED, LE ROY, N, Y. 1

Sex in Cromwells. Next Best, :
Of course with the sexes on a foot- A certaln young minlster In Phila-
lug of equality ns regarded oppor- | delphia, recently ordained, ls still very
tunity, it would pot be long until a fe- | Dervous and spmetlmes hig remarka
wale Cromwell made her appearance, | donot convey exuctly the meaning ha
and, having made her appenrance, was intended. A few Sundays ago he rose,
getting her portrait painted. fumbled with the papers on hig desk,

The painter, once more a fawn blushed, and then said:

ing, courtly fellow, would have the “My Friends: I—1 am gorry to say
pleture a flattery; but she rebuked that I have lost the notes for my ser-
him In words that became historic! mon, and [ therefore cannot deliver
“Paint in the hips!" she command. |it. 1T will have to do the next best
od, sternly, showing that she could | thing, therefore, and read a few chap-
be moare rigldly devoted to the truth | ters from the Bible! "—Ilustrated Sune

than Oliver himsell—Puck

With a smooth fron and Deflance
Starch, you can lnunder your shirt
walst just as well at home as the
stenm laundry c¢an; it will have the
proper stiffness and finish, there will
be less wear and tear of the good®,
and It will be a positive pleasure to
use a Starch that does not stick to the
fron,

Sanatorium Not a Nulsance.

The courts of Massachusetts, North
Carolina and Virginia have decided
that a tuberculosis sanatorium is not
A menace to the health of & communi
ty, and that it does not deorease the
value of land in its immediate neigh-
borhiood.

Plainly Stated,

Mr. Summerboard -|ml‘.(--ly'_|—&f-‘|1|::‘.1l
1 help myself to the bheans? |
Hired Maon—You will if you ;:lt[

enny ! —Judge.

ALCOHOL=3 PER CENT
AVegetable Preparation for As-
vdl| similating the Food and Regula-
W4 ting the Stomachs and Bowels of

Promotes Digestion Cheerful-
ness and Rest Contains neither
Opium, Morphine nor Mineral
NoT NARC OTIC

-
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ApetectRemedy TorConitph
liaﬂour Stoﬂ!ach.[]lamxl.
Worms Convulsions Feverish-
ness and LOSS OF SLEEP.
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THE CENTAUR COMPANY,)

Nl NEW YORK.
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Another Step Needed.
“1 like my house all right," said

Luschman, “except for one thing. I
guess you'll have to fix that.”
TN Is 1t?" asked the architect.
iGevernl times lately l've nearly

broken my neck reaching for nnother
step at the head of the stairs when i
gol home lnte, so 1 guess you'd bettor
put another step there"—Catholio
Standard and Times

Better than gold—Like it in  color—
Hamlins Wizurd Oil—the best of all rem-
edies for rhenmatism, neurnlgia, and all
pain, sorencss and inflammation.

We lose money and comfort, and

even lemper sometimes by not learm
lug to be more caraful—Dickens

Mra, Winalow's
ren testhiog, sof

For
far

T T
nelun, 8 250 a buttloe

patn, cur

The softer & man's head the more

he 1g inclined to butt in.

GASTORIA

For Infants and Uhildreﬁn;

The Kind You Have

Always Bought

Uss
p For Over
Thirty Years

ASTORIA

VT SIATAUR SouRLEY, NEW TeAE OITE

| You Look Prematurely Old



